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January / February 2015   
 

The Franciscan Joy  
St. Peter Fraternity  168 John F. Kennedy Blvd.   Somerset 

NJ 08873  

 

Read  Sr. Valentaôs messages and poem page 3 - 5  

 

ColjėqebėJfkfpqboĄpėAbph. 

Hello my Brothers and Sisters in St Francis, 

2015 is underway and our little fraternity is looking good.  We welcomed 

2 new members to our fraternity family in 2014, Frank Cryan and Darryl 

Dubose. We anticipate adding 2 more in 2015, Ed Johnson and Mike 

Seiler.  We are truly blessed by the people St Francis and our generous 

Lord has sent our way.  When we listen to the conversion stories of our 

members I realize how random it all seems but that it must be Godôs all-

knowing plan!  I am very grateful for each and every member of our 

fraternity. 

We are planning a Visitation from our Region Council in March. And in 

June we will have our elections ï yes itôs been 3 years!  Add to that the 

plans for 2 professions and possibly doing the Transitus at St Matthias 

again this year - we are very busy.  We are also exploring different ideas 

for a service project ï an apostolate ï to fulfill our desire to give back to 

the community and help where we can. 

I am very excited to begin this new  year with my St Peter Fraternity 

sisters and brothers to live according to our Rule ï From Gospel to Life 

and Life to Gospel.  My Godôs peace be with all of you. 

Peace and All Good 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 

 

Feb. 21 Reg. Meeting  

March 7th :Cluster 

Meeting at St Matthias 

Church parish meeting 

room in the school - 2-3:30  

Visitation March, 21 at 

Reg. Meeting 

9:30 -10 am Formation  

10 -11:30 am Regular 

Meeting  

 

Blue Army Shrine            
p . 7  &  8  

Look in g  Back  2 0 1 4  
p .5 - 9  

 

             Penny Editor  
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Profiles of Joy   
     Sr. Valenta CSSF  

  

I am a Felician Franciscan Sister of Our 

Lady of Hope Province which is based in 

Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania.  Membership 

includes all Felician Franciscan Sisters in 

North America (Canada and the United 

States.)  

My journey in the religious life has 

covered many areas around the world. 

My teaching career was and is still 

bountiful. This is Godôs blessings upon 

me.  

For three yea rs I worked in our 

Generalate in Rome. I was given the 

opportunity to have a private Mass 

with the present Saint John Paul II.  

Also I took pictures after the Mass was 

over.  

I can honestly say my life and 

adventures in the religious life added 

the four sea sons to my prayer life and 

contemplation. God is an awesome 

God and He walks side by side with 

me.  My poetry is a response to His 

Love . 

Bytes of Joy  

 

 

¶  Year of the Consecrated Life: 

CMSWR Introduction Video  

YouTube ow.ly/Hf3Dh  

¶  Family and faith: Michael Keatonôs 

poignant acceptance speech at the 
Golden Globes (Deacon Greg 

Kandra)  ow.ly/HaNm4  

 

¶  Haiti Earthquake Response: 5 Years 
Later + 11 Success Stories (Catholic 

Relief Services)  ow.ly/HbjhK  

 

¶  My Soul Looks Back and Wonders, 
ñHow I Got Over.ò 

(PsychedCatholic)  ow.ly/H4mTZ  

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

January 18 -25 (Holy Land Franciscans)  
ow.ly/Hf50Y  

 

¶  Wine Thatôs Fit For a Pope: California 

Winery Taps into its Catholic Root s 
(Aleteia)  ow.ly/HbziE  

 

¶  Pope Francis to Open Vatican Farm 

to the Public » EcoWatch  ow.ly/H1up0  

Thank you John Clem OFS  

 Catholic Web Services  

 

 

  

http://t.co/rVido2Zz2p
http://t.co/Y2LScbl1zD
http://t.co/C6VeL8HERx
http://t.co/kDq5WikOrh
http://t.co/Hcyim3RpCG
http://t.co/UqkZjmibu7
http://t.co/SOi45qMqjK
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SACRED PEBBLES 

Sacred pebbles  

Along the way  

As true markings  

In life today  

 

Some are tiny  

Others are huge  

Some are keepsakes  

Forever too.  

 

Lo and behold  

The scarlet pebble  

Slips in between  

A sacred presence  

Carries you upward  

Into the crimson  

Lighthouse of pebbles  

Pouring His love  

Ointment and balm  

Of Precious Blood  

Into your temple  

Sharing ñGethsemaneò 

In Mystical form.  

 

Sister Mary Valenta Akalski 

CSSF 

Spiritual Assistant St. Peter 

Fraternity  
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Sister Mary Valenta Akalski CSSF  

Be Francis to everyone you meet. 

Share the love that burns so 

pur ely inside of each one of you. 

Reach out to the ones closest in 

your family. Touch them with the 

silent gift of prayer beneath 

ñEucharistic Embraceò For Jesus 

abides in us a ll .  

           

 

 

   

Please pray especially for  

Antoine Hoffman  OFS  

 who is in a nursing home.  

Cards can be sent to:  

Reg ency Jewish Heritage  Home  

380 Demott Lane  

Somerset, N.J.08873  

 

 

      

 

 

NEW American Franciscan Saint!  Pope 

Francis will canonize Bl. Junípero Serra 

Ferrer, O.F.M. in September when he visits 

America (DC/Philly/NYC).  

Pope World Meeting of Families 

2015 debuts its official hymn 

ow.ly/H5zsGFrancis  

NEW SFO Yahoo Group:  TAU -  Daily  

Receive a daily email featuring, in rotation, the Rule of 

the Secular Franciscan Order, the Admonitions of St. 

Francis, an article from the General Constitutions / 

National Statutes, Little Flowers of St. Francis, 

Franciscan quote, and a Franciscan saint of the day. 

(This is not a discussion list.) 

To subscribe, send a blank email to: 

TAU-Daily-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

 

 

mailto:TAU-Daily-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Rite of Profession to the  

Gospel Life 

Frank Cryan March 22, 2014 

 

 

From right to left are Fr Brian McCormick founder 

of Martin House in Trenton, Msgr John 

Szymanski, P.A. Vicar General Emeritus of 

Metuchen, Frank Cryan,Fr. Alex,  Msgr William 

McCarthy retired former pastor of S t . Rose of 

Lima 
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Darryl , Mary Frances  Reavey  and Fr. 

Alex  

St Matthias Church Somerset , NJ  

 

Mary Frances, Darryl, Joe McKenna  

 

Darryl and wife Jo Anne, daughter Lisa 

Williams,  his Grandaughters, Kendra 

Williams , Jasmine Regalado and her 

husband Mike and several 

Greatgrand children.  

 

 

 

 

Granddaughters Jasmine Regalado  ,her 

Husband Mike, and Great 

grandchildren,  Kamryn , Makayla and 

Kourtney.  Darryl and wife Jo  Anne  

 

 

Rite of Profession to the 

Gospel Life 

Darryl Dubose September 27, 2014 
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        Day at the Blue Army Shrine 

          August 16,2014 

      By Brother Anthony Marinelli  OFS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For me a shrine is another place to learn 
about GOD and his Blessed Mother 
Including many saints.  Each shrine focus 
us into a story, a history and gives 
us a better understanding of our faith. 
 
Upon arrival at the Fatima Shrine in 
Washington NJ as soon as I stepped out 
of the car I felt a feeling of peace & 
serenity.  As I made my way down a path 
which led me to the Shrine of the Holy 
House where Mary said her YES, as 
I sat in that chapel I could feel our Blessed 
Mothers presence next to me. 
 
From there I made my way to the replica 
where Mary appeared to the Children 
at Fatima. 
 
 

 
 
From here I could hear voices from a 
distance of many people doing the 
Stations of the Cross, the Rosary and 
singing in different languages. 
 
It was a sense like going into 
paradise, seeing and hearing all those 
people 
and voices praising God in the highest. 
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I continued up another path which led me 
to the beautiful Outdoor Church 
where there where a tremendous amount 
of people getting ready with 
their  banners and flags to process after 
 the beautiful statues of Our Lady 
of Fatima as soon as the mass was over.   
 
Below ground I found myself in 
another colorful Chapel with many statues 
of the saints.  Again this was 
another touch of heaven.  Down the hall 
filled with people was the 
religious store.  
 
 The beauty of this pilgrimage site was the 
sincerity and love that I found here among 
so many different people all in love with 
our Blessed Mother.   
 
As my pilgrimage came to a close I thought 
of Mary,  of how happy she had to be as 
she drew thousands of people to her son 
Jesus.  
 Anthony  

 

 

THE APOSTOLATEôS MISSION 

Our mission is to help people learn, live & 
spread the message of Our Lady of Fatima, 
in communion with the Church and in 
concert with the New Evangelization. Visit 
our Fatima Video Gallery to learn more 
about the Message of Fatima. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

          

 

 

http://wafusa.org/waf-video/


9  | P a g e  

 

  

 Brother Doug Soik OFM Cap (Our Region 

Spiritual Assistant) and Mary Frances Reavey 

OFS, Minister  St. Peter Fraternity 

Mary Frances crafted the quilt 

featured in the picture. She created 

the image in watercolors before 

translating it into fabric for the quilt.  

Our Lady of Angels Region has it 

featured on the website. We use this 

for our cover for the Transitus and in 

other publications for the fraternity. 

Our brothers and sisters from around 

the cluster joined us in prayer and 

celebration of the Transitus Oct.3, 

2014 at St. Matthias, Somerset NJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi 

October 3, 2014 

7:00 p.m. 

 Narrator  : Brother Jo e McKenna   

Music Ministry:  Joan Seamon  and  

Mary - Frances Chavez  

 

 


